Introduction
With the rapid advance of chemotherapy, a large number of synthetic drugs have been introduced into modern therapeutics. Until recently, India was almost completely dependent on foreign sources, chiefly Germany, for the supply of almost all her requirements in this direction. This was strikingly manifested by the precipitous rise in prices immediately after the declaration of war against Germany in 1939. Since then the shortage of German-made and other imported synthetics has caused two important results :
(1) Indian physicians are gradually showing an increasing conviction in the fact that it is possible to carry on medical aid and rational treatment without many of the imported drugs by using worth-while substitutes of other makers; and '(2) those few synthetics which were in great demand are being rapidly replaced by Indian-made 
